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The December monthly meeting of SWNM Audubon, on 
Friday Dec. 7th, will feature Dennis and Denise Miller, who 
will present a program titled “Gila Wildlife Rescue, your 
local rehabilitators.” The program starts at 7pm at Harlan 
Hall, 12th and Alabama Streets, on the campus of Western 
New Mexico University in Silver City. 
   Gila Wildlife Rescue (GWR) is one of the few non-profit 
wildlife rehabilitation clinics in New Mexico. Dennis and 
Denise Miller have operated GWR for the past 39 years. 
Dennis is a Professor Emeritus in Natural Sciences at 
WNMU. Dennis and Denise have rehabilitated countless 
wildlife species and care for an average of 200 animals a year.  
They specialize in raptors and mammals, although they hold 
permits for rehabilitation of all of New Mexico’s wildlife. 
   Many people may recall their role in the rehabilitation of 
the Golden Eagle, Thor, who survived a terrible impact with 
a car along Highway 180 south of Silver City. Following 
rehabilitation at GWR he was fitted with a transmitter and 
has been tracked for five seasons in his migration from our 
area to the north shore of Alaska.
   They will update us on some of the other species they have 
treated and describe their methods to rehabilitate birds and 
other species so they can be returned to the wild.
   Join us for this informative and interesting presentation. 
Light refreshments will follow the meeting. All are welcome 
to attend. For further information email swnmaudubon@
gmail.com  

Ph
o

to
 by D

. M
iller

It has been a busy owl season at Gila Wildlife Rescue. The 
December 7th SWNM Audubon program will feature stories 
about some of the rescued birds and other species. 

Dec. 7th– Gila Wildlife Rescue: 
Your Local RehabilitatorsThe Old Man and the Vultures

Friday, November 2, 2018
The November SWNM Audubon monthly meeting will 
feature Dave Manning of Arivaca, Arizona and British 
Columbia. His program, titled “The Old Man and the 
Vultures” is based on a book that he has just published with 
the same title.  
   Dave, a birder for over 50 years, fell in love at age 65 with 
vultures one summer when he stumbled upon a small Turkey 
Vulture chick peeking out of its nest. He will discuss the three 
species of vultures in North America, with special emphasis 
on a Turkey vulture nest site on Pender Island, BC. He has 
observed this nest from mating to migration. His book also 
will be available for purchase and signing.
   Join us for this interesting presentation. The program starts at 
7pm at Harlan Hall, 12th and Alabama Streets, on the campus 
of Western New Mexico University. Light refreshments will 
follow the meeting. All are welcome to attend. For more 
information contact swnmaudubon@gmail.com

PROGRAMS

Dave Manning was captivated by glimpses of Turkey Vulture 
chicks and inspired to write a book, “The Old Man and the 
Vultures” describing his love affair with vultures. 
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A Community Effort to Help Cliff Swallows
By Carol Ann Fugagli

Having recently moved around the corner from Western 
New Mexico University, my family frequently walks our 
dogs on campus enjoying the social happenings. In May of 
2017, we were shocked to find the university maintenance 
crew destroying Cliff Swallow (CLSW) nests built under 
the overhanging rooftops with a high power spray hose. We 
spoke with the SWNM Audubon Board and members and a 
plan was devised. In a meeting with the university president, 
we encouraged them to place exclusion barriers in high 
pedestrian traffic areas to keep the walkways free from bird 
droppings. Gratefully, they readily agreed and attractive red 
brick-colored metal barriers were erected and no nests were 
taken down in 2018.

   Volunteers from SWNM Audubon conducted weekly 
surveys of the buildings on campus to determine which were 
the favored locations of the CLSW. We also were curious as 
to how many nests would be successful in a single season, 
which would give us an estimate of how many CLSW fledged. 
Armed with binoculars and data sheets the team set off to 
observe the graceful birds.
   From May to September we were pleased to witness the 
birds’ entire breeding cycle of building nests, incubating 
eggs, feeding nestlings and finally watching the skies fill with 
new life. Campus structures most used by the birds were 
Miller Library, estimating to have fledged 396 young and the 
back of the Phelps Dodge building, producing 87 young. 
Since CLSW are colonial, being present at the exact moment 
the young leave the nest is extremely challenging. To remedy 
this, we took an estimate of how many young left each nest. 
CLSW lay an average of 3 eggs per clutch and so we used 
this number to determine an average of how many fledged 
each nest. The campus as a whole produced an impressive 
606 young Cliff Swallows!
   Over the course of the season, we had three notable ‘Aha’ 
moments.  The first was in July just after the monsoon rains 
began. The nest of a CLSW consists entirely of small mud balls 
and when this resource dries up, so does the nest building. 
Just prior to the monsoons, many birds had only partially 
completed nests. But now that fresh mud was available, they 
continued to complete their building process. 

 CLSW fledglings returning to their nest.

Two CLSW nestlings. July 15, 2018
Photos by Carol Ann Fugagli

   The second discovery of the season was when the newly 
fledged young returned to their nest for the night. Many 
birds, once leaving their nest, never return. Yet the CLSW 
fledglings freely used their nest as a safe haven for the rest of 
the breeding season.
   The third realization was that we have two separate 
subspecies on campus giving us CLSW diversity. The bird 
with a creamy forehead triangle is Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 
tachina and the southwest variety with a cinnamon triangle 
is P.p. melanogaster.
   We are grateful to the university staff for collaborating 
with us so we can enable our feathered friends’ success!
  SWNM Audubon CLSW monitoring team: Rachelle 
Bergmann, Lisa Fields, Carol Ann Fugagli, Chris Overlock, 
Kenneth Sexton, Patricia Taber, Terry Timme.

Adult CLSW feeding nestling. July 15, 2018



SILVER CITY Christmas Bird Count
& Pot Luck Dinner

Saturday, December 22, 2018
Be like the birds and claim your territory. It’s time again for 
the annual Silver City Christmas Bird Count being organized 
by Roland Shook and Jackie Blurton. Jackie says that the 
route leaders and spotters did an excellent job last year and 
she hopes that everyone who participated will call her and 
sign up again for their route. She encourages people who 
have not done the Bird Count before, even beginning birders, 
to participate.
   Each route needs a driver and two or three spotters. It’s a 
great way to learn the area and the birds.
   The count covers a 15 mile diameter circle centered on 
Silver City’s Scott Park golf course. All levels of birding 
expertise, spotters and drivers are welcome. There is also a 
need for feeder counters who report their observations of 
their feeders on that day.
   To sign up for a route please contact Jackie Blurton at 
575-534-9400 or email jjblurton@outlook.com. She’ll be 
emailing an announcement with details about the count in 
November. 
   Following the count there will be a pot-luck Count report 
dinner at 4pm at the Volunteer Center. Volunteers are needed 
to set up and take down chairs and tables before and after the 
pot-luck. If you can help with this contact swnmaudubon@
gmail.com

GILA RIVER Christmas Bird Count
Saturday, December 29, 2018

This historic count focuses on all the birds within a 7.5 mile 
radius circle of Riverside, NM. The count covers several 
portions of the Gila River riparian corridor. The private land 
portions require a permit, so potential participants need to 
contact Roland Shook several days prior to the count. 575-
590-4731.

Get Out & Go Birding!

eBird Pro Tip: Bird Counting 101
Do you sometimes have trouble counting birds, especially 
large numbers? We all do. eBird’s Bird Counting 101 article has 
everything you need to learn how to count with confidence. 
Instructions and photos at: ebird.org/news/counting-101

Audubon Member Surprised!
               By Ken Sexton
“We have been enjoying the hum-
mingbirds. When we put a web-
cam on some of the feeders we 
were surprised to find the 3am 
visitors– pictures of bats empty-
ing the feeders. They can empty a 
feeder fast!
   In our area, the Lesser Long-
nosed bat (Leptonycteris yerba-
buenae) feeds on century plant 
and agave and is an important pol-
linator of night-blooming plants.”
   The US Forest Service webpage 
identifying bats is at:
https://www.fs.fed.us/wildflowers/pollinators/pollinator-
of-the-month/mexican-long-tongued-bat.shtml
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   You can watch eastern birds on Cornell’s Ontario feeder 
cams at http://cams.allaboutbirds.org/channel/38/Feeder
Watch_Cam

Bosque del Apache CRANE FESTIVAL
November 14 - 17, 2018

The annual Crane Festival in Bosque del Apache near Socorro, 
NM offers over 140 events; tours, classes, hikes, horseback 
rides, photography classes, wildlife art show and exhibits. 
For information visit: www.festivalofthecranes.com. 
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CORNELL  FEEDERWATCH
November 10 through April 5, 2019

The FeederWatch season always begins the second Saturday 
in November and runs for 21 weeks, harnessing the power 
of backyard bird watchers to track trends among winter 
birds. While we are all thrilled by unusual sightings and high 
counts, it’s the everyday observations of common birds that 
are so important for monitoring bird populations. Want to 
be a Feeder Watcher? Visit www.feederwatch.org.
   New participants will be able to log into online data entry 
and set up their count site on November 1st. Online data 
entry will open for new participants on Tuesday, Nov. 1st. 



Book Review

By Terry Timme
This handy book is the second in the Field and Site Guide 
Series. The authors, Tony and Shela Godfrey, are familiar to 
many of us from their time at City of Rocks State Park, where 
Tony was park technician and his wife, Shela, a volunteer 
in the Visitor’s Center. Alas they have been transferred to 
Sugarite Canyon State Park near Raton but have left us with 
a couple of publications to remember them by.
   This guide, like the first about birds, describes ten convenient 
locations that provide a look at the diversity of locations in 
this region, from desert to mountain to lakeside, for good 
viewing of butterflies and dragonflies. Visitors to Southwest 
NM will find useful the directions to each location and the 
facilities they offer. A nice feature for both tourists and locals 
is the guide to the common species to be found at each 
location based on the month.
   The highlight of the book is the excellent photographs. If 
you have seen any of Tony’s presentations at our meetings, 
you know that he is an outstanding photographer. The 
book includes photos of over 130 different species, with a 
brief description of the habitat you might find them in, and 
when and where to look. Also handy are pictures of the basic 
anatomy of butterflies, dragonflies and damselflies.
    This book is not meant to replace a comprehensive field 
guide, but it could become a valuable addition to your library 
and would also be a great gift to entice visitors to enjoy our 
region. The book and companion field and site guide to birds 
is available at City of Rocks State Park Visitor’s Center or by 
visiting: http://fieldandsiteguides.com/index.html

 

Over 75 people joined us to celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of the founding of SWNM Audubon (the 
first chapter of National Audubon in the state) at 
the October 5th program. Several current and former 

SWNM Audubon 
Celebrates 50 YEARS

Board of Directors members were recognized during 
the meeting. Helping us celebrate was one of the 
founding members, Dale Zimmerman, who shared 
words of encouragement for the continued growth 
and effectiveness of our chapter.             T. Timme photos
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eBird’s 2018 Taxonomy Update
eBird does this update once each year, taking into account 
the past 12 months worth of recent taxonomic knowledge on 
splits, lumps, name changes, and changes in the sequence of 
the species lists. As of this point, all core eBird data will be 
reflecting the new taxonomy. This year’s update is v2018 of 
the eBird/Clements Checklist.

SPECIES SPLITS for birds found in our area
  The sexually monochromatic Mexican Duck Anas 
diazi is split from the widespread species Mallard Anas 
platyrhynchos. Mallard occurs widely in Eurasia and overlaps 
(and interbreeds) with Mexican Duck in its US range (border 
regions of Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona) as well as in 
northern Mexico in winter. Mexican Ducks appear to be 
expanding in the northern portions of its range and also 
as a vagrant (north to Wyoming and Colorado and west to 
California). 
  Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus  was formerly considered 
one widespread species with migratory northern populations 
breeding in the USA and Canada, resident populations 
in northern and central South America, and migratory 
populations in southern South America. The species is now 
split, with North American breeders pertaining to  Red-
eyed Vireo  Vireo olivaceus and South American breeders 
pertaining to Chivi Vireo Vireo chivi. 
SHUFFLES of Other Taxa and Subspecies Group Lumps
  Roadside Hawk: Our former group Roadside Hawk 
(Mainland)  Rupornis magnirostris [magnirostris Group]  is 
now split into two groups, which differ substantially in 
plumage. The Northern group includes all of North America 
and much of northern South America, while the Southern 
group includes much of Amazonia and southern South 
America.
  Dusky-capped Flycatcher: Subspecies groups in Dusky-
capped Flycatcher were incompletely defined until this 
year. As part of this revision, our former subspecies 
group  Dusky-capped Flycatcher (lawrenceii)  Myiarchus 
tuberculifer lawrenceii was expanded this year to include all 
8 North American subspecies, except Myiarchus tuberculifer 
olivascens, which is still recognized as a monotypic subspecies 
group Dusky-capped Flycatcher (Arizona).
  American Pipit: The subspecies group American Pipit 
(alticola) Anthus rubescens alticola is now merged with the 
rubescens Group. Although there are some subtle differences 
in breeding plumage, these subspecies are not reliably 
identifiable at most times of year and are hereby merged.

COMMON NAME CHANGES
             Mallard (Northern) g Mallard
               Mallard (Mexican) g Mexican Duck
                                 Gray Jay g Canada Jay

Gray Jay (Northern) g Canada Jay (Northern)
Gray Jay (Rocky Mts.) g Canada Jay (Rocky Mts.)

Gray Jay (Pacific) g Canada Jay (Pacific)

At our October monthly program, Carol and Mike 
Fugagli captivated the audience with a talk about how 
the Upper Gila Watershed could become a climate 
refugia for birds. They have devoted considerable effort 
to studying the Gila Wilderness near the confluence of 
Sapillo Creek with the Gila River. They illustrated their 
talk with splendid photographs of birds that may seek 
out this region because of climate change as well as 
stunning scenes of the riparian corridor. 
    Near the end of their talk they provided an answer 
to the headline question. No, it is not a diversion of the 
river, nor F-16 flights, that is the greatest threat to the 
Gila, but rather the presence of feral cattle. It came as 
a surprise to many in the audience that there are large 
numbers of cattle that have escaped from grazing 
allotments for generations and become wild and 
unmanageable. These feral cattle have had a devastating 
effect on the riparian corridor. Stream banks are being 
eroded with concomitant increases in sediment and 
river channel alterations. Vegetation is overgrazed and 
vital riparian habitat destroyed.  The Forest Service has 
been unable to develop a plan to remove them. 

   During the questions following their talk, it was 
pointed out that the most effective action that people 
can take is to contact the Forest Service and request 
action to remove feral cattle from the Gila Wilderness. 
Send comments to:
Gila National Forest - Supervisor’s Office
Attn.: Adam Mendonca 
3005 E. Camino del Bosque 
Silver City, NM  88061-7863

What is the greatest threat to the Gila?
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